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. John Conran. 
(Continued from page 362.) 

Third Month 26th, 1820.—First-day—After 
reading the Scriptures in the evening, we had 
a season of solemn silence, in which I felt my 
mind concerned to express the benefits derived 
to us under the Gospel dispensation, in which 
our lots are cast in this day—that there is not 
now any occasion for one man to say unto an- 
other, or to a brother, “Know the Lord;” for 
all _ know Him, from the least to the greatest 
—neither need we say one to another, “ Who 
shall go up to heaven, or to the furthermost 
parts of the earth, to bring Christ from thence, 
that we may hear Him and obey Him ;” for He, 
the Word, is near to each of us, in the heart and 
in the mind, telling each of us the way, and to 
walk in it—that though the Scriptures are the 
words of God, yet Christ is the Word that was 
before the Scriptures—that all things were made 
by Him, and that when He, the First-born, 
came into the world, the angels of God were 
commanded to worship Him—that He is the 
Light of the world—that a measure and mani- 
festation of this Divine illumination is given to 
every one to profit withal, which if followed in 
the way of its leadings, will lead us in the strait 
and narrow way, which ends in eternal life. 
We are all candidates for this glorious end, 
and the voice of Divine mercy has gone forth 
throughout the earth, inviting us to come to this 
Light, which is Christ ; and what by nature we 
cannot do, his Holy Spirit will enable us to do, 
if faithfulness is abode in, and He will save us 
with an everlasting salvation, which the works 
of the law could not accomplish. My mind 
was principally drawn to the servants, five of 
whom were present, and one of them had been 
clerk to a public worship house; the opportunity 
closed under a solemn covering. 

Fifth Month 18th.—I felt my mind drawn to 
the Monthly Meeting at Lisburn, which I at- 
tended, also the Meeting of Ministers and Elders, 
where, in reference to a deficiency in bringing 
families to meeting, I remarked that the au- 
thority which parents had given them by the 
Great Parent of the family should be main- 
tained, as the patriarchs were kings and priests 
in their families, and reminded them how the 
centurion was praised for supporting his au- 
thority. in-his family. The succeeding meeting 
was very low, and I sat a long time much de- 


pressed, when I had to say that the foundation 
of true Gospel ministry was love—that God so 
loved the world that He sent his only begotten 
Son into it—that He, the Minister of ministers, 
preached to the people love to God above all, 
and love to our neighbor—that his church was 
built without hands, and did not need the sup- 
port of men’s hands—that whoever ministered 
in it should remember the advice of the apostle, 
to minister in that ability which God giveth— 
that if any ministered out of this ability, their 
foundation is comparable to hay, straw, &c., 
and will be consumed, as God is said to be a 
consuming fire; and as He is also said to be 
jealous, his glory He will not give to man, nor 
his praise to the worksof men, for his own works 
do praise Him, and if any one should take that 
honor to themselves, they will lie down in sor- 
row. 

Ninth Month 17th.—I attended the meeting 
at Richhill, and a public one by desire of Nathan 
Hunt, from North Carolina, who was largely 
engaged in testimony therein, to the exalting of 
our principles, and addressing himself to many 
states present, I believe, very suitably; and al- 
though occupied at home in a laborious line, to 
maintain himself and family, being a black- 
smith, nevertheless he had the tongue of a scribe 
well instructed, bringing things new and old 
out of his treasury, and was as a polished shaft 
in his Master’s quiver, wounding and bringing 
down the hairy scalp of his enemies. I felt my- 
self so small and little, that I durst not venture 
to my tent door, even to look after this man of 
God, as he entered into the tabernacle! 

Tenth Month 19th.— Week-day meeting here, 
after a long time in silence the [subject of the] 
ten lepers who were cleansed was opened be- 
fure me—only one returned to give God thanks, 
and he was a stranger, not of the house of Israel, 
where were the nine? strangers will be called 
in to sit at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, while the 
children of the kingdom shall be cast out; for 
the time may not be far distant when many, 
who have not been favored as we have, with one 
servant after another being sent with their lives 
in their hands, to invite, saying, “ Behold all 
things are ready, come ye and eat at the Lord’s 
table,” whilst we are making excuses, forgetful 
of his mercies—I say these strangers will come 
to the light, flocking like doves to the windows, 
and will fill up our vacant seats, for his table 
shall be filled, and the children of the bride- 
chamber be cast out, if they will not hear. 
When the Divine light first shone into my heart, 
I was a stranger also, but I immediately cleaved 
to it, and surrendered my body, soul, and spirit 
to it, willing to give all up to be possessed of 
this precious pear! ; and I have been mercifully 
preserved in the love of it to this day, now about 
eighty-one years of age ; praise the Lord, O my 
soul, for his merey endureth for ever, to those 
who love and fear Him. 

First Month, 1821.—There feels to me, a dis- 
position in some here, wanting to comprehend 
the hidden mysteries of God, and to measure 


them by their natural understandings; to this 
spirit 1 have sometimes to minister, but my 
labor seems in vain, it must be brought to the 
Master himself if cast out. On First-day, I had 
to compare the natural man to the world, in its 
primitive state as described by Moses, void and 
without form, and darkness upon the face of the 
deep, until the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters—* and God said, Let there 
be light, and there was light, and God saw that 
the light was good ; and God separated the light 
from the darkness, the light He called day, and 
the darkness He called night”—man, as born of a 
woman, is void of Divine knowledge of heavenly 
mysteries, but endowed with a knowledge of the 
things necessary for man, called “the things of 
a man;” with this knowledge man generally 
turns the strength of his mind and faculties to 
the obtaining of earthly things; but the Spirit 
of God, moving upon this state, says in his own 
time, “ Let there be light,”’—and in that light, 
man then discovers his state of nature, and feels 
he is unable [of himself] to do those things, 
which the secret counsel of the Most High shows 
him in his conscience, are necessary to be done, 
if he attains to heaven and happiness. The 
light then is gradually separated from the dark- 
ness, and the light is called the day of merciful 
visitation to the benighted soul of man; and 
though this light appears in man, it is not of 
man, but from God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Therefore, man should give up his own wisdom 
in these things, and wait daily at Wisdom’s gate, 
for that wisdom which alone can explain those 
mysteries, which were hidden from ages, and 
are now revealed in the second coming of Jesus 
Christ, [in Spirit], in whom is all wisdom and 
knowledge, and who is blessed now and forever- 
more! 

My baptisms are frequent, by day and by 
night, —— in the silence of the latter, 
though deeply exercising, deep answering to 
deep in holy writ, yet they are productive of 
secret prayer for preservation from the roaring 
lion, seeking to devour; the hand which was 
stretched forth to save Peter, is stretched forth 
in due time, when every other help fails, his 
saving grace is found sufficient and my little 
grain of faith is increased, to confess, “Thou art 
the Son of the everlasting Father, thou art the 
Saviour of all who put their trust in thee!” I 
have been favored with precious seasons in the 
night sometimes, when I have felt the inflow- 
ings of Divine good to my soul, bringing the 
whole man into solemn silence, and covering me 
with heavenly light; under this I have lain 
secretly praying for preservation, and acknowl- 
edging I was but dust and ashes. These seasons 
I have compared to the brook by the way which 
refreshed after the close exercises and baptisms 
I had passed through, and increased my faith 
to say, “ Lord thou hast been my Alpha, conde- 
scend I beseech thee to be my Omega, now in 
the 82ud year of my age, that when thou in thy 
unerring wisdom seest meet to call me from 
works to rewards, I maybe euabled to say, 
Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth, “and is 
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waiting thy coming. Praises be to thy holy and 
blessed name who liveth and reigneth for ever 
and ever. Amen.” 

Fourth Month 1st.—First-day meeting at Moy- 
allen: near the time of separating, a concern 
ripened so as to encourage me to stand up and 
say, that the Church of Christ here on earth 
was a high distinction, which all bodies profess- 
ing Christianity claimed as their own, but let us 
consider what the Scriptures say concerning it 
—they say it is the body of Christ, of which He 
is the high and holy Head—that it receives 
strength and nourishment from the Head—that 
as the oil was poured upon the head of Aaron, 
which ran down his beard to the nethermost 
skirts of his garments, so doth the unction from 
the holy One, run down from the highest to the 
lowest member of his body—that Christ is the 
officiating minister in his church, making use of 
servants and handmaids, as He did in the Jew- 
ish church—that such are made holy, harmless, 
undefiled, and separate from sinners, as He told 
his people formerly, “ Be ye holy, for I am holy,” 
as the Head is holy so must the members (the 
body) be holy also, by having their robes made 
white in the blood of the Lamb, who is the Word 
of God—which Word is in each of us, as a swift 
witness against every appearance of evil, reprov- 
ing and condemning it, and as we submit there- 
to, our sins will be washed away, and we shall 
be clothed with the fine linen, which is the 
righteousness of the saints—that it is not [a mere 
reliance on] Christ without us which will give 
us admittance into the kingdom of heaven, 
though we may plead having eaten and drunk 
in his presence, and that He taught in our 
streets—it is Christ within us that will give us 
the blessed hope of glory—for there is no seed 
can destroy sin in man but Christ the Seed of 
the woman—and if we live in sin and die in it, 
“ Depart from me ye workers of iniquity, I know 
you not,” is the sentence on those who are not 
washed and cleansed by the inspeaking Word 
of God, who told his disciples, “ Now ye are 
clean through the word that I have spoken unto 


you.” The meeting concluded under a solemn 
covering. 


(To be continued.) 





The Submission of the Heart.—What could 
exceed in strangeness to human comprehension, 
the requirements that were laid upon Abraham, 
Moses, the prophets, and many others too numer- 
ous to mention? 

The submission of the heart was what these 
holy men concerned themselves with; not the 
strangeness of the mode in which that noble and 
God-glorifying principle of obedience was out- 
wardly to be exhibited. They were used to 
strange things,—to terrible things to flesh and 
blood, when they came to deal with the Father 
of Spirits. 

They found it to be God’s way to break, and 
bruise, and batter, and confound “the wisdom 
of the wise, and bring to nothing the under- 
standing of the prudent,” by requiring them to 
submit to strange and humbling proceedings. 
How often do they testify to this! 

In fact it is generally through obedience to 
some strange thing, that the very stroke is given, 
whereby the stiff-necked, self-willed, old Adam 
nature is to be crucified and slain. 

Certainly, it never did, nor ever will please 
God to accept of such a righteousness, od such 
a conformity to the image of his self-denying 
and suffering Son, as can be wrought out accord- 
ing to the conceptions of reason, which, at the 
very onset, and as a necessary consequence uf 
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its own nature, can see nothing but strangeness 
and irrationality, in the need of a self-denying 
or suffering Saviour at all.—Selected. 





For “‘ THe Frienp.” 


Historical Notes—Second Series. 


(Continued from page 362.) 

Edward Burrough had faithfully warned 
Oliver Cromwell and those who ruled England, 
before the accession of Charles II, that the 
Divine judgments were about to descend upon 
them. And now that the reins of power had 
passed from their hands, he was equally bold 
and explicit in calling the attention of the new 
rulers to what the Lord required at their hands. 

While he believed that they had been raised 
up of the Lord as instruments in his hands to 
punish those who had previously been in au- 
thority, and who had governed with cruelty, 
oppressed tender consciences, and sought to en- 
rich themselves; he at the same time warned 
Charles Stuart not to go beyond the com- 
mission he had received; and he told him and 
his followers: “ You would indeed be happy, if 
you could forgive your enemies, if you could 
reward them good for their evil ;” and he sol- 
emnly warned him against permitting the con- 
tinuance of those oppressions which had long 
lain heavily on Friends. But unfortunately, 
neither Charles nor his Parliament had attained 
to that measure of Christian feeling which 
would enable them to act on this advice. The 
king seems to have been naturally an amiable 
man; but he was thoroughly unprincipled— 
one not controlled by the most sacred promises, 
and the slave of his sensual appetites. 

Macaulay forcibly describes the tone of feel- 
ing which prevailed after the restoration, in the 
fashionable circles in England. As to many 
of these, probably, the picture is not too strongly 
drawn, yet it cannot be believed that there was 
not a large body of sober persons in England 
who looked on the vice that prevailed with ab- 
horrence and dread. Indeed, if all the people 
had been as corrupt as the court, it might well 
have been feared that some such judgment from 
the Lord would overtake the land, as formerly 
fell on Sodom and Gomorrah. We have no 
doubt that there were many thousands who 
could have adopted the prayer which George 
Fox says he was moved to offer to the Lord, in 
which he says: “ Bring down in the land all 
debauchery, vice, whoredoms, and this raping 
spirit, which causeth and leadeth people to have 
no esteem of Thee, O God! nor their own souls 
or bodies, nor of Christianity, modesty, or hu- 
manity.” 

Macaulay’s description is as follows :— 

“ Those passions and tastes which, under the 
rule of the Puritans, had been sternly repressed, 
and, if gratified at all, had been gratified by 
stealth, broke forth with ungovernable violence 
as soon as the check was withdrawn. Men flew 
to frivolous amusements and to criminal pleas- 
ures with the greediness which long-enforced 
abstinence naturally produces. Little restraint 
was imposed by public opinion, for the nation, 
nauseated with cant, suspicious of all preten- 
sions to sanctity, and still smarting from the 
recent tyranay of rulers austere in life and 
powerful in prayer, looked for a time with com- 
placency on the softer and gayer vices. Still 
less restraint was imposed by the government. 
Indeed there was no excess which was not en- 
couraged by the ostentatious profligacy of the 
king and of his favorite courtiers. 

“The restored Church contended indeed 
against the prevailing immorality, but con- 








tended feebly, and with half a heart. It was 
necessary to the decorum of her character, that 
she should admonish her erring children; but 
her admonitions were given in a somewhat per. 
functory manner. Her attention was elsewhere 
engaged. Her whole soul was in the work of 
crushing the Puritans, and of teaching her dis. 
ciples to give unto Cesar the things which were 
Ceesar’s. She had been pillaged and oppressed 
by the party which preached an austere mo- 
rality. She had been restored to opulence and 
honor by libertines. Little as the men of mirth 
and fashion were disposed to shape their lives 
according to her precepts, they were yet ready 
to fight knee deep in blood for her cathedrals 
and palaces, for every line of her rubric and 
every thread of her vestments. If the de 
bauched cavalier haunted brothels and gamb- 
ling houses, he at least avoided conventicles, 
If he never spoke without uttering ribaldry and 
blasphemy, he made some amends by his eager- 
ness to send Baxter and Howe to jail for preach- 
ing and praying. Thus the clergy, for a time, 
made war on schism with so much rigor, that 
they had little leisure to make war on vice, 
The ribaldry of Etherege and Wycherley was 
in the presence and under the special sanction 
of the head of the Church, publicly recited by 
female lips in female ears, while the author of 
the Pilgrim’s Progress languished in a dungeon 
for the crime of proclaiming the Gospel to the 
poor. It is an unquestionable and a most in- 
structive fact, that the years during which the 
political power of the Anglican hierarchy was 
in the zenith were precisely the years during 
which national virtue was at the lowest point.” 
Soon after Charles’ return, an election was 
held (early in 1661,) for a new parliament. A 
large proportion of the successful candidates 
were men who had fought for the crown and 
the church, and whose minds had been exaspe- 
rated by many injustices and insults suffered 
at the hands of the roundheads. They were 
more zealous for royalty than the king himself, 
and more zealous for episcopacy than the bish- 
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"thesis had solemnly promised on the word 
of a king to preserve liberty of conscience. 
And he made some effort to restrain the in- 
tolerant zeal of the House of Commons; but 
he yielded to the pressure and gave his assent 
to penal statutes against the non-conformists. 
One of these, which made it a crime to attend 
any place of worship not authorized by the 
Church of England, was the cause of great suf- 
fering to Friends, who believed that no human 
authority could release them from the duty of 
publicly assembling to worship God. Thousands 
of them were thrust into prison, but those who 
were left continued to meet, and thus bear an 
open testimony to their allegiance to the King 
of Heaven. Hundreds died in prison; or, after 
their release, of diseases contracted during their 
confinement. 

Charles II was desirous to use the strife between 
the English Church and the non-conformists as @ 
means to secure toleration to the Roman Catholics, 
and at the same time revive his prerogative of 
dispensing with the execution of the laws. With 
the assent of the Presbyterian party, in the 
Royal Council, he issued on the Twelfth Month 
of 1662, a royal proclamation expressing his 
resolve to exempt from the penalties of the Acts 
which had been passed “those who living peace- 
ably do not conform themselves thereunto through 
scruple and tenderness of misguided conscience, 
but modestly and without scandal perform their 
devotions in their own way.” This indulgence 
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applied equally to Catholics as to Protestants ; 
and “it was,” says Green, “in itself, a bold asser- 
tion of the royal prerogative of suspending the 
execution of the laws.” It probably gave some 
temporary relief to Friends, but the Parliament 
forced Charles to withdraw his pledge of tolera- 
tion, and followed this up by a new and oppres- 
sive Conventicle Act. J. W. 


(To be continued.) 





For ‘‘ Tue Frienp.” 
Incidents in the Life of Richard Davies. 


(Continued from page 365.) 


In the year 1658 he went to reside in London 
and entered into business at his trade of making 
felt. But frequently his native country would 
be presented to his view, and as he remembered 
its desolation in a religious sense, he was led to 
feel that he ought to return thither and work in 
the cause of Christ. He was disobedient to these 
impressions, and doubtless worn by the mental 
strain induced by such exercises, he was taken 
ill. Of this illness he writes: 

“Friends of London were very kind to me, 
and would freely have administered unto me, 
but I was not willing to accept of anything from 
them, so long as I had of my own. My pain of 
body and spirit increased upon me, till at last I 
was forced to bow to the will of the great God, 
who was too strong for me; and on reasoning 
with Him on8 night upon my bed of sorrows, He 
showed me clearly that I was to go to my own 
country; and I was made willing to give up to 
go if He would be pleased to let me know his 
will and pleasure by this sign and token, that 
He would remove my pain. When I had made 
a covenant with the Lord to go, immediately 
my pain was removed, and I had peace and 
quietness of mind and spirit. I arose next 
morning and went to my work ; and when those 
tender Friends that had a regard for me in my 
sickness came to see me that morning, I was 
gone to work, which was to their admiration.” 

R. Davies was married in the year 1659, and 
soon afterwards removed to his native Wales. 

In 1660 he was twice arrested for refusing to 
take the oath of allegiance to king Charles II, 
who had recently been restored to power. The 
first time he was so fortunate as to appear before 
justices who were willing to listen to his reasons 
for refusing to swear. His townsmen also stood 
ready to vouch for his excellent and harmless 
character, so he was discharged. When prepar- 
ing to leave the room, he told the justices that 
he had brought a very good hat there with him, 
but that some one had conveyed it away. The 
hint was appreciated: a diligent search was 
made ; the stolen hat was found and put upon 
his head. He then left, accompanied by many 
of the inhabitants of the town, who were glad 
to see their young neighbor so delivered. 

The second time he was not so fortunate, but 
was most cruelly treated. Some troopers with 
pistols and naked swords burst into his home, 
and forced him to leave his wife and oldest 
child, only three days old. His wife said to 
him, “ Dear husband, be faithful to God, what- 
ever becomes of me.” Among the troop was a 
wicked man who had in years before owed R. 
Davies’ father a debt and had run away to avoid 
paying it. This fellow declared he would make 
his prisoner follow at his horse’s heels for many 
miles. Meanwhile several of the town aldermen 
and others had collected, and requested the 
soldiers to release the captive; they engaging 
that he would be at the prison on the following 
morning. These promises not prevailing, some 


of the aldermen became enraged, and a conflict 
over the peaceable Quaker was almost precipi- 
tated, much to the anxiety of the latter. The 
crowd, armed with clubs and staves, declared 
that a town-born child should not be so abused 
by bad men; and finally he was released upon 
the promise to go to the county jail on the fol- 
lowing day; which he accordingly did. 

The above incident proves that this young 
man, while courageous in his convictions, and 
while being in his locality the only representa- 
tive of an unpopular faith, was yet respected by 
his neighbors, and even loved by them. It also 
exhibits the sense of justice that animated the 
Welsh, who, while differing in creeds and faith, 
did not yield to the spirit of bigotry that was at 
that time so shamefully queealdies in England. 

It seems a singular thing that a man accused 
of disobeying the law, should go unescorted to 
prison and stay there without actually being 
held by walls and bolts. Yet R. Davies, although 
accused of crime, was trusted by his accusers to 
just that extent—such confidence had they in 
the very man they were persecuting. When he 
became installed in his quarters in jail, he found 
among the prisoners a number of his old ac- 
quaintances. They were dissenters like himself 
—Presbyterians, Independents and Baptists— 
and he was the only Friend among them. These 
poor prisoners had meetings for worship amongst 
themselves, which were attended by R. Davies. 
The latter had little to say in these meetings, 
but sometimes would utter a sigh or groan, 
which he quaintly remarks, “did often put them 
out of order in their preaching and praying; 
and as the Lord would order it I spoke a few 
words among them.” The result of his labors 
in this place was soon apparent, as several of his 
fellow prisoners became convinced of the truth 
as held by Friends. 

Once he was desirous of sending a letter to 
his wife, and fearing to trust the jailer, he re- 
quested a visitor, an elderly woman, to deliver 
it for him. She was afraid to do so, fearing it 
would involve her in difficulty. So he read the 
letter to her, that she might know its innocent 
character. After he had read it, she was much 
affected, and turning to those near her said, 
“Surely these people will never come to us, but 
we must go to them.” She, too, soon cast in her 
lot with the despised Quakers. 

After this imprisonment terminated, he re- 
turned home and followed his trade; but soon 
again he was called upon to suffer. When about 
25 years of age he went to a meeting in Shrop- 
shire, and at it was arrested and taken to the 
Shrewsbury jail. Another Friend named Wm. 
Gibson, was at the same time arrested and com- 
mitted with him. 

The jailer here was exceedingly cruel. He 
withheld from them the most absolute necessities 
of life, promising such needs, only if they paid 
him money; and he even denied them straw to 
lie upon. He thrust them into a little room that 
was so small that they scarce had space to lie 
down in it. Yet upon the boards they slept ; 
“and,” writes this patient sufferer for conscience’ 
sake, “ It was pleasant to us.” Their experience 
reminds of what Wm. Dewsbury, another Friend, 
said under similar circumstances : he “ esteemed 
the bolts and locks put upon him as jewels.” A 
stalwart and abiding faith, mind, not fanaticism, 
which so triumphed over physical and mental 
distress, was truly invincible. 

The prisoners complained to the jailer about 
having so little room, so they were given an 
adjoining room, in which was a bedstead with 
no bed upon it. 


Wm Gibson and R. Davies 


that night lay upon the cords, but the next 
morning not only their clothes, but their skin 
also was so marked with the cords, that they 
decided the floor was a better resting place. R. 
Davies continued to remonstrate with the surly 
and often drunken jailer, telling him that he 
and his friends were honest men, masters of 
families, and had comfortable homes. Finally 
as a result of efforts at pleasant converse with 
him, he was prevailed upon to let the prisoners 
go away at nights, provided that they stayed in 
the prison during the daytime. As for poor 
Wm. Gibson, he had so incurred the anger of 
the jailer by reproving him, that he was kept 
in a room by himself. 

During the above inprisonment many people 
visited the Friends to dispute with them, or were 
attracted to them out of idle curiosity. As a 
result, not a few with whom they conversed were 
convinced of the doctrines they upheld, and 
eventually affiliated with the new denomination. 
Thus when they were discharged, they were led 
to realize that their sufferings had only pro- 
moted the cause they loved better than their 
lives. 

In the year 1662 the Friends of Wales had a 
number of meetings established largely through 
the instrumentality of R. Davies, who at that 
time was 27 years of age. But the men of our 
generation can little appreciate what those meet- 
ings cost them! Their jealous enemies took ad- 
vantage of unjust existing laws to have them 
arrested and imprisoned, on the suspicion of 
meeting for seditious and not for religious pur- 
— Then when arrested, the oaths of al- 
egiance to the king would be demanded of them. 
These oaths they could not take, not because 
they felt no fealty to the government, but be- 
cause they could not conscientiously swear. So 
the prison gates would then close upon them, 
not infrequently for many years. 

Does it not seem strange that many of our day 
so lightly value their meeting privileges, when 
the youthful Quakers of two hundred years ago 
were so willing to risk their all for the sake of 
participating with their friends in worshipping 
God? They found a reward that amply com- 
pensated for all their sufferings. Should not the 
reward without the suffering be at least just as 
sweet to the young men and women of this 
favored generation ? 


(To be continued.) 





Wanting in Religious Depth.—It is mournful 
to reflect upon the — state of our religious 
Society, in many places. While there is pre- 
served a large body of substantial Friends, 
many others, deeply immersed in the love of 
the world, the desire of ease and outward great- 
ness, and wanting in religious depth, are de 
generated from that purity of heart, and well- 
founded zeal for the support of our principles 
and testimonies, which so conspicuously ap- 
peared amongst our primitive Friends. Their 
principles and testimonies were dearer to them 
than all temporal accomodations, liberty, or life 
itself. Being preserved in a state of living faith 
and devotion to Christ Jesus, their Lord and 
Master, they were made quick in discerning the 
approach of the enemy in his most insidious 
forms; and they kept their eye inward to the 
Lord. Through his baptizing power they were 
united together in bearing a faithful protest 
against the devices of Satan and his agents, and 
were thus rendered instrumental in warning 
and preserving the flock from his desolating 
ravages.— Wm. Evans. 





For “ Tue Frienp.” 


Our Feathered Visitors. 


One of the pleasant things connected with 
the spring and early summer is the return of 
the birds, which had spent the winter in more 
southern climates, where the mildness of the 
weather had permitted them to obtain supplies 
of food, which the rigor of our winters would 
have made inaccessible. 

It is true we have some hardy species which 
remain with us during the cold weather, such as 
the common crow, which ranges over a wide ex- 
tent of country and appropriates every thing 
that will sustain life—insects, worms, carrion, 
fish, grain and fruits, &c., being all acceptable 
to him. His motions and cries add to the in- 
terest of winter walks in the country. 

The swallow family live on insects which they 
take on the wing—hence winter drives them to 
tropical countries, where such food may be 
found. One of the most interesting of the family 
is the Purple Martin, which returns to the lati- 
tude of Philadelphia about the 1st of the Fourth 
Month. Its lively motions, musical twittering, 
and social habits, render it a general favorite. 
It is always found with us in the neighborhood 
of man’s dwellings, occupying boxes or gourds 
put up for its accommodation. At a pleasant 
house in Chester County, Pa., which I visited a 
few days since, a house with 16 apartments had 
been elevated on a pole in the yard, which had 
been occupied by a flock of Martins for several 
years. The present season- there were 7 pairs 
of these birds, and their evolutions were very 
interesting. A few English sparrows, undaunted 
by the superior size and numbers of the Mar- 
tins, had taken possession of some of the vacant 
apartments. But they had a hard time in at- 
tempting there to raise their broods; for the 
family feared their aggressive habits and about 
once in ten days tore out their nests and de- 
stroyed the eggs that had been laid. With 
characteristic perseverance the sparrows would 
immediately begin to carry back the pieces of 
straw, &c., and reconstruct their nests. Whether 
they would outweary their enemies or not, it is 
too early in the season to determine. About 40 
eggs have been crushed in the successive de- 
struction of their abodes, but the sparrows as 
yet show no signs of yielding possession and re- 
moving to more secure quarters. One cannot 
but admire the firmness of purpese and resolute 
action of these little birds. 

On returning home, I found that one of my 
neighbors had been quite excited over a contest 
between the sparrows and wrens; she placed in 
her yard two or three years ago, a little bird- 
house, and purposely made the hole of entrance 
too small to admit a sparrow, so that the wrens 
might have undisturbed possession. But the 
sparrows pecked at the wood around the hole 
until they had enlarged it sufficiently to permit 
them to squeeze through the aperture—and in 
the box they reared a brood of young. To pre- 
vent the recurrence of this she had nailed a 
board over the doorway with a hole so small as 
to baffle any attempt of a sparrow to find ad- 
mittance. A few days ago a pair of wrens at- 
tempted to take possession, but were vigorously 
assaulted by the sparrows. Their superior swift- 
ness enabled them to avoid the blows aimed at 
them, and occasionally to go into the bird-house. 
The struggle continued for a day or two, but the 
wrens were finally wearied out by their per- 
tinacious enemies and appear to have gone else- 
where in search of a more peaceable home. 

In our own yard there are several bird-houses 
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fastened to the trees and occupied by the spar- 
rows, who are welcome visitants to us, During 
my absence one pair of these had been greatly 
disturbed by the coming of a red squirrel, which 
seated itself on a ledge in front of the opening 
to their nest. It may have had felonious designs 
on their eggs or young; but the birds were evi- 
dently in awe of it, and kept at a prudent dis- 
tance. It was interesting to find one animal, 


which they feared to attack, even in defence of 


their nests. 

On the 19th of Fifth Month, as I was enter- 
ing a solitary piece of woodland near our vil- 
lage, I was startled by the sudden appearance 
of a Flicker or golden-winged woodpecker, 
which flew out from a hole in a dead tree. As 
their nests are placed in such locations, the bird 
may have been disturbed when making explora- 
tions for the purpose of finding a place to rear 
its young. The Flicker is a beautiful bird, 
the under side is yellow, dotted with black, and 
he has a black crescent on the breast and a red 
crescent on the hind head. 

The wookpeckers feed principally on the 
larvee of those insects which perforate the wood 
of trees, and therefore are valuable scavengers. 


J. W. 


SELECTED. 
THE LADDER OF ST. AUGUSTINE. 


Saint Augustine! well hast thou said, 
That of our vices we can frame 

A ladder, if we will but tread 
Beneath our feet each deed of shame! 
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All common things, each day’s events, 
That with the hour begin and end, 
Our pleasures and our discontents, 
Are rounds by which we may ascend. 


The low desire, the base design, 
That makes another’s virtues less ; 
The revel of the ruddy wine, 
And all occasions of excess ; 


The longing for ignoble things ; 
The strife for triumph more than truth ; 
The hardening of the heart, that brings 
Irreverence for the dreams of youth ; 


All thoughts of ill; all evil deeds, 

That have their root in thoughts of ill ; 
Whatever hinders or impedes 

The action of the nobler will ;— 


All these must first be trampled down 
Beneath our feet, if we would gain, 

In the bright fields of fair renown, 
The right of eminent domain. 


We have not wings, we cannot soar; 
But we have feet to scale and climb, 

By slow degrees, by more and more, 
The cloudy summits of our time. 


The mighty pyramids of stone 
That wedge-like cleave the desert airs, 
When nearer seen, and better known, 
Are but gigantic flights of stairs. 


The distant mountains, that uprear 
Their solid bastions to the skies, 
Are crossed by pathways, that appear 

As we to higher levels rise. 


The heights by great men reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 

But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night. 


Standing on what too long we bore, 

With shoulders bent and downcast eyes, 
We may discern—unseen before— 

A path to higher destinies. 


Nor deem the irrevocable Past 
As wholly wasted, wholly vain, 

If, rising on its wrecks, at last 
To something nobler we attain. 


—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 





SELECTED, 
PEARLS. 
Put up your playthings, dear, a little while, 
And come and sit here in the sun with me. 
Who was it called the sunshine once “ God’s smile?” 
I don’t remember; but ’tis true: just see 
How it lights up the room in every part 
Just as your laugh lights up your face, sweetheart. 


That is not what I had to tell you. Look! 

This morning, while the birds sang in the day, 
I spied this little shell down by the brook : 

Safe hidden in a nest of reeds it lay ; 
And, when I picked it up, see what I found 
Within its covers, smooth and white and round. 
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An oyster had its home here once: ’twas he 
~~ the pearl; the dear Lord taught him 
ow. 
’Twas not at first the pretty thing you see, 
So shining, fair and soft as it is now: 
A tiny pebble, hard and sharp and bare, 
It came unsought the oyster’s house to share. 


It hurt the creature every time he stirred: 
There wasn’t room within his narrow cell : 
For him and this strange substance. Not a word 
He spoke ; but quickly, patiently and well 
He set himself at work with all his art 
To cover up the points that made him smart. 


He could not fling it out, dear little one, 
Nor could he move, as people do to day ; 
And yet ’twas plain that something must be done, 
And so he took this wondrous simple way. 
Don’t you suppose it pleased him some to see 
How smooth the ragged pebble grew to be? 


There was a marvellous magic in his teuch, 
And yet both you and I can have it too: 

The little ways that sometimes vex so much, 
The little things we do not like to do,— 

To smooth them all God gives a “ polish-jar,” 

If we will only use it where we are. 


Often the grown-up people use it, dear, * 
And you can take it that way just as well. 
Suppose the day were cold and wet and drear, 
What would you do? Now, let me hear you tell: 
What would you do if you remembered quite 
That Jesus would send what was best and right? 


You would “ just leave the rain and go and play”— 
That’s it—and be your happy little self— 
A ray of sunshine in the house all day, 
Our own gay, smiling, winsome little eif, 
Our bird-song in the night, our hope, our cheer, 
Our bit of heaven upon the earth, my dear. 


Well, you will understand it all some day: 

The Lord will teach yon all that you may know, 
And He shall do it in his own best way: 

It makes me safe for you to have it so. 
And, when the rain falls and the sun looks dim, 
Just seek for “ pearls” and leave the day with Him. 


Tue work of life for us all is most apt to be 
that which lies nearest at hand. Take it as a 
gift from God and do it well. Because it is for 
the best friend. The work of the house and the 
field, of the shop, of the sanctuary, becomes 
equally sacred and acceptable, when it is done 
for the highest and best end. It will make 
little difference, when the day of toil is done, 
whether one held the pen, the sceptre or the 
plough ; whether he was eloquent in speech, or 
more eloquent by silence; whether he compassed 
sea and land on missions of charity, or only had 
the will to go and could not. Whoever has 
taken the task given him of God and done his 
best to do it well, shall hear the king call his 
name and say, “ Enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 
The millionaire who gives his thousands in Chris- 
tian charity and receives great praise, and the 
daily laborer who gives his dollar and nobody 
knows it, shall find equal acceptance with the 
great Master of the heavenly house, if each has 
done what he could. The honor, the success, 
the enjoyment of living are as great to him who 
has little and uses it well, as to him who has 
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much and uses it no better. Do what you can 
and murmur not against the Master because He 
does not give you the means todo more. Trim 
your own little plot of ground well and keep it 
fresh and green with the bright flowers of hope 
and gladness, and be not envious of those who 
are called to the high places of the field— From 
Days of the Son of Man, by Daniel March. 


judgment that follows immediately after, “Thou 


sion would incur, would God be just in con- 
shalt surely die:” here is man complete. 


demning and expelling them out of the Gar- 
den? So with us, we enslave our children’s 
children when we compromise with sin. 

(To be continued.) 


THIRD PROPOSITION. 


Man was created first with a susceptibility to 
sin ; second, with a conscious susceptibility of 
communication with God ; the third part of free 
will has already been alluded to. The fact is a 
self-evident one, that if there was no suscepti- 
bility, there could be no entrance of temptation; 
and there could be no temptation, except by 
and through a tempter, an evil agent from with- 
out, for man was created very good. But he 
was tempted. Adam and Eve gave heed to the 
serpent’s voice ; questioning arose ; they lodked; 
they desired ; they took of the fruit ; the woman 
did eat and gave her husband, and he did eat. 
Here we see a gradual development of sin that 
brought death. “Wherefore, as by one man, sin 
entered into the world and death by sin ; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.” It does not take much solid consider- 
ation to see in hereditary descendants all the 
various forms of sin appearing after the simili- 
tude of parental dispositions ; therefore, all men 
have by nature an inherent, sinful susceptibility, 
“for the creature was made subject to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reason of Him who hath 
subjected the same in hope.” Rom. viii: 20. 
The question here arises, “are God’s ways un- 
equal.” It shall no more be said, in Israel, the 
fathers have eaten sour grapes and the children’s 
teeth hath been set on edge, but the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. Inherent, sinful suscepti- 
bility is one thing ; actual transgression and wil- 
ful disobedience includes a personal act of our 
own free will and choice; therefore, man is not 
condemned for that which is inherent, but for 
yielding and giving way to inherent passions ; 
for God has set light over against darkness, so 
that where even actual sin, transgression and 
disobedience abounded, grace did much more 
abound, that God might be just and the justi- 
fier of them that believe. 

We must now review the conscious suscepti- 
bility in the immortal soul of communication 
with God. When all things stood in their 
original purity, everything was subject to its 
superior power; now, as the saul suscepti- 
bility could be made subject to Satan’s tempta- 
tion only by subtlety enticing the free will to 
consent, yet, after so great a lapse of degener- 
acy, grace can restore up into the Apostle’s 
state—* Nay, in all these things we are made 
more than conquerors through Him that loved 
us.” But how did he attain to this state? by 
converting that free will to choose and obey 
that which he before hated. That which he be- 
fore hated was the pricks in his conscience; it 
will be hard for thee to kick against the pricks, 
it is always hard, for the pricks manifest guilt, 
and thus there is an accumulation of complex 
transgressions to remove, ere we can even see, 
still less understand the possibility of reaching 
Adam’s innocent state of open communion, face 
to face, with God. Can we question the fact 
that the faculty of susceptibility in the God-in- 
breathed squl and Christ-enlightened conscience 
under God’s fatherly continued, extended care, 
is as far above natural faculties and suscepti- 
bilities that can yield to sin, as the heavens are 
above the earth? His Spirit or power is ever 
over all his works, so that the inbred spiritual 
sense to “feel after God” would abundantly 
overbalance the natural tendency in our first 
parents to be deceived by the serpent. If they 
had not been thus amply supplied with a suffi- 
cient degree of knowledge of what transgres- 
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Amidst the varied pursuits of this, our present 
life, it is manifest that error in judgment is 
common to the whole race of Adam. It does 
not follow that a person is bad because of error 
in human judgment; neither is it proof that a 
man is good because of prosperity in temporal 
matters. The poet said, “ He that does the best 
that circumstance allows, does well, acts nobly 
—angels could do no more.” When this rule of 
action is brought into practice, and to it is added 
the wisdom that is from above; and the practi- 
tioner is being taught of the Saviour to “Seek 
first the kingdom of Heaven and its righteous- 
ness,” results will then prove that “ Wisdom is 
the principal thing,” that it is added gain to the 
believer who trusts in God for every added 
blessing. “Change and vicissitude are insepa- 
rable from our existence.” The omnipotence of 
God is asserted in his decrees. He hath said, 
“Tam the Lord, I change not; therefore the 
sons of Jacob are not consumed.” Mutation 
belongs to earth; immutable, immortal and un- 
changeable belong to Heaven. “ Let him that 
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that Iam the Lord which exercise 
loving kindness, judgment and righteousness, in 
the earth; for in these things I delight, saith 
the Lord.” “Good and upright is the Lord; 
therefore will He teach sinners in the way.” The 
upright in heart receive instruction from the 
Lord in their varied pursuits. Comparing thing 
with thing, it is found that “day unto ve 
uttereth speech, and night unto night showet 
knowledge. “Give instruction to a wise man, 
and he will be yet wiser; teach a just man and 
he will increase in learning.” Alas! alas! that 
much of error abounds in the world through a 
lack of right teaching. “Who can understand 
his errors?” May it be the prayer of every one 
—‘ Lord, cleanse thou me from secret faults!” 


P. R. G. 
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What are the Needs of the Society of Friends ? 


(Continued from page 363.) 
SECOND PROPOSITION. 


God said let us create man in our image—so 
God created man in his own image, man and 
woman created He them. And the Lord God 
formed man out of the dust of the ground ; this 
is the natural body which shall return again to 
the ground, “for out of it wast thou taken, for 
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 
There is not a word here in Genesis of a body 
resurrection. God breathed into his nostrils a 
breath of life, and man became a living soul; 
mark, the man was created before he became a 
living soul ; as the soul is thus brought forth by 
the breath of God, it must unquestionably par- 
take of God’s immortal, never-dying nature. 
But it is said, “let us make man,” therefore 
man’s immortal soul was made a partaker of 
Christ’s true light, for He was the true light, 
the light that enlighteneth every man that 
cometh into the world. So, the inherited good 
in man in the very creation was not in the 
natural man by nature, but in the true light in 
the soul — unchangeable as God, who ever 
breathes life into every man that is enlightened, 
for life brings forth only life of its own nature; 
consequently, the natural man can only repro- 
duce that which its own nature and life pos- 
sesses ; therefore, when Adam sinned, all his de- 
scendants became, that is, inherited or trans- 
mitted, the sinful nature, which increased gen- 
eration after generation, from Adam to the 
flood ; so we may see that the fall of Adam did 
not at once result in the utter darkness of 
Noah’s day ; no such utter change, and yet an 
utter change, for one little sin unrepented of, 
and unforgiven, is eternal separation from God, 
for it is your sins that have separated you from 
God. We read in the sacred Book some hints 
of the subtle insinuation of the devil, who was 
one of the angels that fell from his first estate, 
and was cast out from the presence of God. 
Immediately after man’s creation, two laws are 
brought into prominent view: First, the law of 
continuation, God blessed them, and God said 
unto them, “ Be fruitful, and multiply and re- 
plenish the earth.” Then their position in life 
is pointed out, “ Have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 
Their food and sustenance is then pointed out, 
“I have given you,” “and it was so,” and “God 
saw everything that He had made, and behold it 
was very good.” Thus we find man created 
with everything good around to enjoy, but if 
we had no free will, nothing to choose between, 
we wonld simply be a machine made for one 
certain purpose. Therefore, if man was created 
for a still greater and more glorious purpose, 
there must be an extension of scope for develop- 
ment. “Of every tree of the Garden, thou 
mayest freely eat,” observe how the good is held 
out before their view, “ But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil,” mark the force of 
the commandment, “thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof,” mark the 


PROVIDENCE, Sixth Mo. 1, ’90. 





Some Remarks of Thomas Story in regard to 
Drowsiness or Sleeping in Meetings. 


“ Drowsiness is a great evil, hindering the 
living worship of the living Gad; in which 
hidden temptation, Satan has greatly prevailed 
in some places, to the dishonor of God and hurt 
of many souls. For if Satan can transform 
himself into an angel of light, and in that way 
deceive the simple, and such as know not the 
true light, how much more may he transform 
himself into the image of death and darkness in 
a dread and drowsy soul, through which, as a vail 
he puts on in a meeting, he also loads and grieves 
the upright and living; and where this prevails 
there can be no worship of God, but rather a 
yielding and bowing to the enemy, whereby all 
worship of God is much more effectually sup- 
pressed than by all the powers of the earth in 
times of their open opposition and persecution.” 

And being at another meeting, he remarks: 
“Some sharp things were uttered in the authority 
of Truth to some states, especially to the drowsy, 
sleepy, lukewarm and indolent, who take up a 
false rest in that unhappy state, to the danger 
of their utter ruin, after many years of fruitless 
profession of the living and life-giving Truth of 
God.” 
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In the year 1802, Richard Jordan wrote a 
letter to his wife, in which he expressed the fol- 
lowing sentiments as to his experience in rela- 
tion to bis labors in the ministry in England: 

“ Alas, what can we do, when He who hath 
the ‘ Key of David, is pleased to shut?) Who 
can dare attempt to open? I fully believe that 
attempts of this sort is the reason of so much 

- lifeless ministry prevailing in the world even 
among us, as well as other people, which I believe 
seldom rightly either opens the understanding 
or convinces the judgment. Many seem to get 
on very easy, as if custom had made it so, and 
it may be so to them; but verily I cannot learn 
how they come at it; for when I am apprehen- 
sive that I have missed it in this respect, the 
affliction and anguish of my soul are beyond 
description. It is only by the breath of life 
from God, that man becomes a living soul, and 
it is only by the renewings of it ia our souls, 
that we are enabled to offer acceptable offerings 
unto Him. I cannot bear the thought of being 
numbered among those that encompass them- 
selves with sparks of their own kindling, whose 
portion is, if they persist, to lie down in sorrow. 
When I have been favored with patience to 
wait through deep suffering, for the lifting up of 
that, that smote the rock in the wilderness by 
the hand of Moses—blessed be his name—He 
hath been pleased to smite it again and again, 
and cause living water to gush out, and many 
more souls with mine to drink as into the ever- 
lasting fountain, to our eventual refreshment 
and humble rejoicing in the renewed offers of 
his salvation.” 

There is no doubt that the above was the 
common experience of the true ministers of the 
Gospel in our Society—of all indeed who were 
and who are favored to keep their habitations 
in the Truth. To say that some may rightly 
get along without these spiritual baptisms and 
experiences, is, I believe, a dangerous, although 
a plausible and self-satisfying delusion, and this 
has perhaps been one of the snares which have 
caught some and led to the bringing forth of 
much that is of spurious origin, both in ministry 
and in prayer. The sense of this in our meet- 
ings is at times very painful. 

It can do none of us any harm to be reminded 
of the admonition of our Saviour—What I say 
unto one I say unto all, “ Watch,’—and to re- 
member, and be instructed, and become more set- 
tled by his counsel to Martha, who was cumbered 
about much serving, as some appear to be in 
our day, to their own hurt—and the hurt of the 
Church. R. E. 


Natural History, Science, etc. 

The Horse-Flesh Tree.—The Danish botanist, 
Baron Her Eggus, in making a botanical ex- 
ploration of Southeastern Cuba, met with this 
tree, which he had previously found in the 


Bahamas. It grows to a great height. The 
flowers are white and very abundant, but last 
only a few days, when the whole tree is devoid 
of flowers again. The young ieaves, when 
sprouting, are almost red. The wood is utilized 
for timber. 


Sugar Production.—In an article on this sub- 
ject in the Kew Bulletin, attention is called to 
the great increase in the amount of beet-root 
sugar in the last 30 or 40 years. The produc- 
tion of cane sugar has advanced from 1,233,000 
tons in 1853, to 2,754,000 tons in 1887; while 
the beet-root sugar has grown in the same period 


from 190,000 tons to 2,433,000. The Bulletin 
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says: “In the West Indies there is reason to 
think that to some extent sugar has slightly 
gone out of cultivation. Where this has hap- 
pened, the particular loss is irreparable. The 
necessity of keeping the land clear and in tillage, 
and the machinery in working order, is so para- 
mount, that there can be no doubt a sugar- 
planter will strain his pecuniary resources to 
the uttermost before throwing his estate out of 
cultivation ; because, once a sugar planter is 
compelled to suspend operations, even for a 
short period, the capital invested is lost beyond 
hope of recovery. The usual sequence of events 
when an estate is abandoned in the West In- 
dies, is that the work-people are scattered and 
leave the neighborhood ; the land becomes foul, 
the buildings ruinous, the working oxen are 
sold, necessarily at the loss incidental to a forced 
sale; and the machinery, in spite of every pre- 
caution to keep it in order, becomes fusty and 
useless. Hence it will be no matter of surprise 
to learn, that it is impossible to resume opera- 
tions on an abandoned sugar estate in the tropics, 
except at a cost almost equal to that of starting 
an entirely new undertaking.” 


Indian Yellow, or Purree.—This coloring mat- 
ter is highly esteemed by artists. It is exported 
from the East Indies in masses of three or four 
ounces in weight, which are of a dark brown 
color externally, but of a bright orange yellow 
in the interior. Recent investigations into its 
origin have been made, and an agent of the 
East Indian government reports that it is made 
at Maughyr, a town in Bengal, from the urine 
of cows fed with mango leaves. The milkmen 
who manufacture it feed the cows solely with 
mango leaves and water, which increases the 
bile pigment and imparts to the urine a bright 
yellow color. The cows become unhealthy 
under this food, and to keep up their strength, 
they now and then allow them grass and other 
fodder besides the mango leaf. The urine col- 
lected during the day is heated in an earthen 
vessel in the evenings. The heat causes the 
yellow principle to precipitate. It is then 
strained with a small piece of cloth; the sedi- 
ment is made into a ball and dried. An aver- 
age cow yields about two ounces of purree per 
day. 

The New Zealand Sand-flies—Robert Paulin, 
while cruising on the 8. W. coast of New Zea- 
land, took a walk on a beach of firm, white 
sand. He says: “I soon became aware of the 
presence of those curses of New Zealand called 
sand-flies — insects black in color, with two 
small wings, shorter and thicker in the body 
than a mosquito. They fly slowly and without 
any noise, settle on you, and driving a hollow 
spear into your skin, suck away till their bodies 
are swollen to a bursting-point, with blood, and 
then they go away. Their bite is very irritat- 
ing, especially if one is not accustomed to them. 
All along the South and West coast, by the sea 
and in the bush, they exist in countless swarms. 
Our tents were often black with them, and the 
misery they inflicted was very great. Their 
working-hours are from the first ray of light to 
the last. I soon had a cloud of them about 
me as I walked along.” 


The Iron-Wood Tree of New Zealand.—The 
rata, or iron-wood tree, is a very hard, lasting 
wood. The tree starts life as a creeper; its 
vines creep up some other tree, and cover it 
from top to bottom; their leaves and flowers 
being so intermingled with the branches and 
foliage of the tree, that they can scarcely be 
distinguished. The vines increase in size, and 


the tree they encircle decays and dies. The 
vines then unite and form a large tree with a 
solid heart. I have often seen huge rata trees 
with portions of the old tree they have killed 
not yet rotted out of the coils of rata vines 
around them. The rata has a small pointed 
glossy leaf, and a bright red flower. 


Tortilla.—At Jalapa the author had a first 
taste of the universal tortilla, which is to the 
people of Mexico what macaroni is to the laz- 
zaroni of Naples, or bread to a New-Englander, 
It is made from Indian corn, not ground in a 
mill to the condition of meal, but after being 
soaked in the kernel and softened by potash, it 
is rolled between two stones, and water being 
added, a paste or dough is formed, which ig 
manipulated between the palms of the hands to 
a thin flat cake and baked over a charcoal fire 
in an earthen brazier. It is very palatable and 
nutritious to a hungry person. Those who can 
afford to do so, often mix some appetizing in- 
gredients with the simple cakes, such as sweets, 
peppers, or chopped meats.—M. M. Ballou, in 
Aztec Land. 


Items. 


Hereditary Inebriety.—In a study made by me of 
600 cases of inebriety, the family history being 
carefully recorded, 223 had inebriate fathers, mo- 
thers or grandparents. 

It is a suggestive fact that of 752 cases treated in 
America and Britain, no fewer than 326 had a 
family history of previous inebriety. 

Heredity is the one great predisposing cause of 
inebriety. 

Insanity and alcoholic inebriety go hand in hand. 
Inebriate parents may have insane as well as in- 
ebriate children, and the reverse is equally true. 
A forcible illustration of the relation which ine- 
briety bears to insanity is found in the history of 
Norway. When the spirit duty was removed in 
1825, between that time and 1835 the increase of 
insanity was 50 per cent. on the previous propor- 
tion, and the increase of congenital idiocy was 150 
per cent. 

The heritage which alcohol hands down in the 
line of descent may be inebriety, insanity, epilepsy 
and kindred diseases of the nervous system. Let 
me quote briefly the British testimony on this point: 

Dr. Arthur Mitchell, Commissioner of Lunacy 
for Scotland, testifies: ‘“‘The children of habitual 
drunkards are in a larger proportion idiotic than 
other children, and a larger proportion themselves 
drunkards.” 

Dr. Forbes Winslow testifies: “ A larger propor- 
tion of the frightful mental and brain disturbances 
can be traced to the drunkenness of parents, con- 
firming the great physiological law that ‘like be- 
gets like.’ ” 

Dr. Peddie, of Edinburgh, reports a case as fol- 
lows: “A lady of good education and good princi- 
ples began to drink at the age of 16; she died at 
the age of 56, during which time she had man 
severe, protracted fits of drinking, and at last dran 
herself to death. . . . When under control she 
was intelligent, active, industrious, making herself 
useful to others. Sometimes she employed herself 
as a Bible-reader, and when in the country three 
years under continued control she gave herself to 
geology and botany and wrote most excellent let- 
ters from her retreat. Her father was an habitual 
drunkard.—Dr. L. D. Mason, in The Voice. 


An Appeal in Behalf of Public Purity.—We learn 
from the Christian Statesman, that as the result of 
a meeting attended by many influential men, a 
committee waited on the Mayor of Philadelphia in 
the early part of the Fifth Month, and called his 
attention to the display and distribution in public 
places in the city of immoral, indecent and brutal- 
izing pictures, posters and newspapers ; and also to 
the demoralizing nature of the theatrical exhibi- 
tions. As the law governing such subjects appeared 
to be sufficient, they called upon him to enforce it, 
and pledged their sympathy and co-operation with 
his efforts. 
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Justice in Texas.—A very important victory for 
iustice was reached in a recent trial for murder in 

exas. A Negro clergyman, Dr. A. F. Jackson, 
was shot by a white man near a year ago. The 
murderer had no fear that he would be punished. 
At last the case has come to trial before Judge 
Tucker and ajury. The case for the State was ad- 
mirably presented by the prosecuting attorney, and 
the murderer was brought in guilty by the jury, 
who fixed the punishment at imprisonment for life 
in the penitentiary. The murderer of a Negro, it 
js proved, can be convicted in Texas. At the 
funeral of Dr. Jackson, Bishop Grant told his 














































and believe in God, the only wise omnipotent 
and everlasting God, who is the Creator of all 
things both in heaven and in the earth, and the 
Preserver of all that He hath made; who is God 
over all, blessed forever: to whom be all honors 
and glory, dominion, praise and thanksgiving 
both now and evermore! And we do own and be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ, his beloved and only begotten 
Son, in whom he is well pleased: who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the Vir- 
gin Mary ; in whom we have redemption through 


work, “I wish I could have despatched it with 
more expedition; but can assure Friends and 
thee, I have not neglected it, nor been lazy at 
it. * * As to hastening it to the press, Friends 
may do as they please ; but if I may take leave 
to offer my advice, I think it were well that the 
whole were deliberately and carefully read over 
again, before it be committed to the press; that 
nothing may be omitted fit to be inserted, nor 
anything inserted fit to be left out.” Of this edi- 
tion, which is in folio, there is a copy in The 
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hearts,” and being a “quickening Spirit,” &c. 
We believe every candid and intelligent reader 
will see that the changes made give no founda- 
tion whatever to a charge that Joseph Phipps 
and Friends of London Yearly Meeting in 1768, 
so altered the text as to give a different coloring 
to the sentiments held by the authors of it. 

The text of this document, as found in the 
Philadelphia stereotype edition, is verbatim t': 
same as in the Third London edition; the oniy 
differences observed being in the spelling of 
two words—“ bruises” instead of “ bruiseth,” 
and “ lie,” instead of “ lye.” 

We have no doubt that the same critical ex- 
amination applied to the whole work would 
show the same result—i.e¢., that the differences 
between the editions of 1694 and 1765 are 
merely verbal and unimportant; and that the 
sense of the author has not been altered, or his 
doctrinal views in any degree modified. 

Even if unwarrantable liberties had been 
taken with the text, the responsibility would 
have rested on the Yearly Meeting of London, 
which sanctioned the publication, and not on 
those Friends in this country, who reprinted the 
book precisely as it was issued in the mother 
country, and as it had been accepted by the 
Society for more than sixty years without ob- 
jection. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unirep Sratres.—An agreement for a modus vi- 
vendi between the United States and Great Britain in 
relation to the Alaska seal fisheries was concluded on 
the 15th instant. Seal killing is prohibited until Fifth 
Month next. The Navy Department has been advised 
of the necessities of the case, and orders are in prepara- 
tion for the immediate despatch of probably two naval 
vessels from San Francisco to Alaska, where they will 
assist the three revenue cutters in driving off the 
poaching sealing vessels. The agreement authorizes 
the United States to seize offending British vessels, 
which, however, are to be turned over to the British 
authorities for trial. 

It is reported that masters of coasting vessels with 
_—s register are surprised over an order by the 

Jnited States Government that hereafter Canadian 
vessels will be recognized only when flying the flag of 
Great Britain, thus debarring the Canadian ensign. 

An expedition to determine the exact landing of 
Columbus on his first voyage has been organized by the 
Chicago “ Herald” and has sailed for the Bahama Is- 
lands. Historians and geographers have selected no 
fewer than five islands as the San Salvador of Colum- 
bus. Many books and papers have been written in 
support of the various theories, but no one has ever 
done what “The Herald” expedition was organized to 
do—take the journal of Columbus and all the other 
evidence which has been accumulated by the re- 
searches of historians, hydrographers and cartograph- 
ers, and apply it by a careful exploration of the is- 
lands. 

The steamer Fulda, which arrived at New York on 
the 13th inst., from Bremen, reports that on the 10th, 
in latitude 42.34, longitude 48.13, she passed a large 
iceberg about 150 feet high, and the same day at 2 
Pp. M., in latitude 42.20, longitude 49.23, she passed 
another large iceberg about the same height. 

Prof. 8. W. Williston, of the Kansas University, 
during a recent visit to Gove County (Kan.) in search 
of specimens for the Natural Historic Museum, found, 
in the Smoky River valley, the skeleton of a ptero- 
dactyl whose skull measures three feet in length. It 
is thought to be the most nearly complete specimen of 
the kind in existence. 

At Topeka, Kansas, on the 12th inst., Carl Jock- 
heck, an original package agent representing a Kansas 
City liquor house, was fined $1500 in the District 
Court and sentenced to 90 days in the county jail. 
Under the Kansas Prohibitory law, this is equivalent 
to a sentence of 1590 days. Jockheck was one of the 
agents who believed that Judge Foster’s ruling on the 
Wilson law would be held valid in the Supreme Court 
of the United States. There are a number of agents 
in the State for trial, and the indications are that all 
will receive severe punishment. 

An employé of the Cutting Packing Company at 
Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, writes to his father in Astoria, 
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Oregon, under date of Fifth Month 19th, stating that 
great numbers of Indians are sick with la grippe, and 
are dying at an alarming rate. The week before the 
letter was written, 20 died within a radius of five miles 
of the cannery. A village a few miles distant from 
the cannery was depopulated, with the — of 
two children, and no one left to bury the dead. 

Valuable mar! and shell beds have been discovered 
on the shores of White Pond, near Marksborough, 
Warren County, New Jersey. 

The first shipment of block tin—seven tons—from 
the Temescal mines, in San Bernardino County, Cali- 
fornia, has been received in San Francisco. 

The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania has decided 
that William Redwood Wright, Democrat, an ap- 
pointee of the Governor of the State, is the legally 
appointed City Treasurer of the City of Philadelphia, 
successor to John Bardsley, defaulter of State and city 
funds; and that Richard Oellers, Republican, an ap- 
pointee of City Councils, is not the legally appointed 
City Treasurer. A few hours after this decision was 
known, it was announced that a discovery had been 
made of another robbery by Bardsley of $445,000 of 
the School Fund. 

Governor Pattison has signed the Wholesale and 
Retail License bills, which increase the license fees 
in cities of the first and second classes to $1000. It is 
alleged that this advance in license fees was made by 
the politicians to largely make up the losses through 
John Bardsley, and thus avoid increasing taxation. 
These losses are now placed at about $1,500,000! 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 312, being 
85 less than the previous week, and 170 less than the 
corresponding week last year. Of the whole number 
173 were males and 139 females ; 40 died of consump- 
tion; 20 of diseases of the heart; 20 of pneumonia ; 
18 of marasmus; 13 of convulsions; 12 of cholera in- 
fantum ; 11 of paralysis; 11 of typhoid fever and 11 of 
inflammation of the stomach and bowels. 

Markets, &c.—U.S. 4}’s, 100} ; 4’s, reg., 118; coupon, 
1194; currency 6’s, 109 a 119. 

Corron was quiet and unchanged. Sales on a basis 
of 9 cts. per pound for middling uplands. 

Freep. — Winter bran, in bulk, $17.50 a $19.50; 
spring bran, in bulk, $17.50 a $18.00. 

FLour.—Western and Pennsylvania super, $3.75 a 
$3.90; Western and Pennsylvania extras, $4.00 a 
$4.25; No. 2 winter family, $4.85 a $4.60; Penn- 
sylvania, roller process, $4.75 a $5.00 ; Western winter, 
clear, $4.75 a $5.00 ; Western winter, straight, $5.00 a 
$5.25 ; ‘winter patent, $5.25 a $5.60; Minnesota, clear, 
$4.75 a $5.00; Minnesota, straight, $5.10 a $5.30; 
Minnesota patent, $5.30 a $5.75; do. do., favorite 
brands, higher. Rye flour moved slowly at $4.80 per 
barrel for choice Pennsylvania. 

GrRAIN.—No. 2 red wheat, $1.06 a $1.07. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 63 a 64 cts. 
No. 2 white oats, 48} a 49 cts. 

Foreicn.—In the account in last week’s SUMMARY, 
of the “ baccarat scandal,” it should have been stated 
that the action brought against certain persons who 
charged Sir William Gordon-Cumming with cheating 
at cards, was for slander; of which the jury acquitted 
them. The disgrace of Sir William has resulted in 
his resigning from the several clubs he was connected 
with, and his dismissal from the army. 

The Prince of Wales, through Sir E. Stanhope, 
Secretary of State for War, has acknowledged an error 
of judgment in not requiring Gordon-Cumming to im- 
mediately report the facts of the case to his command- 
ing officer. 

The Christian World, an influential independent 
religious weekly paper, representing all the Protestant 
denominations, says, “The throne rests upon the foun- 
dation of public opinion only. A few more scandals 
like that of Tranby Croft, would destroy the founda- 
tion, and Edward VIII would never be crowned.” 

The British Weekly remarks: “The revelations are 
enough to sober up the strongest supporters of the 
monarchy ” 

On the 9th instant, Balfour, Chief Secretary for Ire- 
land, in the House of Commons, replying to Thomas 
Sexton, member for West Belfast, said that all clauses 
of the Crimes Act, dealing with boycotting and intimi- 
dation, can be withdrawn from the whole of Ireland, 
excepting County Clare and some of the baronies in 
which the “ plan of campaign” still exists.” 

On the 15th instant, in the House of Commons, Sir 
Michael Hicks-Beach, President of the Board of 
Trade, expressed the belief that the passage of a law 
by Parliament to exclude Russian Jews from England, 
would be imitated by the United States. In his opin- 
ion, such a law would do more-harm to Great Britain 
than to.any other country. . om anaes 











The bill prohibiting the catching of seals in Behring 
Sea, by her subjects, for a limited period, has been 
assented to by the Queen. 

Details received from the scene of a terrible rail. 
road accident, which occurred on the 14th instant at a 
village near Bale, Switzerland, on the Moenchenstein 
and Bale Railroad, show that two engines and three 
carriages, loaded with excursionists, fell into the stream 
which flowed beneath the iron bridge, which gaye 
way, and caused the disaster. These carriages and ep- 
gines now form a shapeless heap of wreckage beneath 
the bridge structure, and by its own size prevented 
two other carriages, which were suspended practically 
in the air, from falling, and still further increasing the 
number of killed and wounded. Of the former, it is 
feared there were at least one hundred. 

Earth tremors, sometimes of terrifying violence, 
continue in the Verona district, threatening the com- 
plete destruction of the town. The eruption of 
Vesuvius continues. This is mild, as yet, but the 
director of the observatory on Vesuvius anticipates 
that it will become violent at an early date. Tourists 
are flocking to Naples, to witness the phenomenon. 

A despatch from the City of Mexico says, that an 
era of morality has commenced in Mexico. Bull fights 
and cock fights have been stopped, gambling will be 
prohibited, and a lottery law is under consideration, 
which, although it will not do away with lotteries, will 
stop all small and irresponsible concerns. 


NOTICES. 


QUAKER SrronaHoups.—The Book Association of 
Friends of Philadelphia have received a number of 
copies of the Third English Edition of the above valu- 
able work. 

Copies for gratuitous distribution may be obtained 
at the office of the Association, Friends’ Institute, 1305 
Arch St., Philadelphia. If to be sent by mail, 5 cents 
should be given for postage. 

Phila., Sixth Mo. 1891. 


WANTED—An experienced teacher for Principal in 
Friends’ Boarding School, Hickory Grove, Iowa. To 
enter upon his duties in the Tenth month next. 

Application may be made to 

Joseph Coppock, Centerdale, Cedar Co., Iowa, or 
Abigail B. Mott, West Branch, Cedar Co., Iowa. 





Drep, at his home near Indianola, Iowa, Fourth 
Month 12th, 1891, BeEnsJamin HinsHaw, in his 82nd 
year. He was an esteemed member and elder of North 
Branch Monthly Meeting of Friends. He was born 
in North Carolina, but in early life emigrated with 
his parents to Indiana. In 1853 he moved with his 
family to Lowa, where, in the church he loved, he 
labored for the up-building of the cause of Christ. He 
led an irreproachable life; and more often in private 
than in public he spoke of his trust in the Saviour. 
While in unusual good health for a man of his age, 
he was stricken with partial paralysis of a severe type, 
which ended his life in nine days. Athough utterance 
was very difficult for him, yet by a few words and 
signs, he made it clear to the minds of his aged wile, 
his six surviving children, and many friends, that all 
was well with him. He passed away as if falling 
asleep, and we doubt not he entered upon the rest pre- 
pared for the children of God. 

-—, at the same home, on the 24th of Fourth Mo. 
1891, Nancy HinsHaAw, widow of Benjamin Hinshaw, 
in her 81st year. Being in feeble health at the time 
of her husband’s death, the blow was indeed heavy. 
All that loving sons and daughters could do to make 
her comfortable and to ward off her loneliness did not 
avail to keep her. Although submissive to the will 
of the Lord, she longed to join her companion of 
nearly sixty years; and twelve days after his death 
her spirit, too, departed to be at rest. At about the 
age of 39 years she joined Friends by convincement, 
and at the time of her death, she also, was a consistent 
member and elder of North Branch Monthly Meeting. 
In the early settlement of Friends in Iowa, she was 
ever diligent in rendering help to the ministers of the 
Lord in their travels to and from their labors, always 
keeping her home open to receive them. She often 
told her children that she felt the blessing of her 
Heavenly Father resting upon her in the joy she had 
in this duty. “ Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors ; and their works do follow 
them.” 


Friends’ Review please copy. 





— 


WILLIAM 4. PILE’S SONS, PRINTERS, .” 
No. 422 Walnut Street. - - waeee 





